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Sermon on John 12:20-33 by Pastor Jon Haug 
 
Have you ever had times in your life when you’ve felt your heart has 
wandered away from God?  In my experience as a pastor I’ve had 
many occasions when someone has come to me about their faith life 
and feeling their heart is far from God.  They usually express a longing 
to be closer to God to desire to know God and God’s heart more 
intimately.  They want to feel close to God again, so that their human 
heart can feel connected to the divine heart of the Almighty.  
 
Well we are in luck.  The texts for today speak into the heart of this 
very desire. 
  
First we hear in Psalm 51 of the nature of sin and how all of us are 
born into a system of sin.  Now sin here is the idea that we are 
disconnected from God and God’s heart.  And this disconnect from 
God affects every aspect of our whole human condition. It’s like that 
image at the center of the Sistine Chapel painting by Michelangelo 
showing the first human and God’s fingers so close but with a gap. 
[Show picture here]  We wonder, are their fingers moving apart or 
together?  But we see the gap, the disconnect.  The Psalmist speaks 
to this disconnect and desire to have their heart in the right place in 
relationship with God.  They write: “You desire truth in the inward 
being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.”  And further 
write, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me.” [End picture here] The Psalmist implores God to 
change their heart, to pull them back to the inner work of reconciliation 
with God that is done by God’s work in our lives, not of our own 
power.  It’s not unlike the first step in Alcoholics Anonymous.  We 
must first admit our own powerlessness.  Then God can begin the 
transformation of our hearts, the sin of our disconnection, and 
reconnect us with the Holy that we long for. 
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In Jeremiah 31, known as part of the Book of Consolation, a new 
covenant is introduced by God.  Previously the old covenant was 
established, and God’s chosen people broke it repeatedly and 
suffered from the disconnect .  But this new covenant is no longer 
transactional but restorative by nature:  because this covenant will be 
built into the very hearts of the people.  Jeremiah writes, “ But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” This 
covenant, this promise leans into grace more fully than ever before. 
God’s people are now built to know, love, and serve God because a 
new thing is written into the fabric of their hearts and minds and souls.  
 
This offers me and I hope you comfort in times you feel you’ve 
wandered far away from God and your faith.  In the times you feel that 
wandering has been empty and lacking meaning.  I invite you to 
wonder again what is at play in your human heart.  That perhaps that 
wandering is not without purpose.  I wonder if it is in our human nature 
to doubt God’s connection to us and our hearts.  But these texts tell us 
that God is at work in and through our frail hearts.  Promises are 
written there.  Cleaning is happening there.  And so returning to our 
hearts through the pull of God in our lives is a natural place to wander 
back to. 
 
But what about the heart of God?  You remember that tootsie pop 
commercial?  How many licks does it take to get to the center of a 
tootsie roll tootsie pop that young child would ask until he gets to the 
wise owl, who counts out, one, two, then crunches down on that 
lollipop before declaring three.  Three licks to get to the center of a 
tootsie roll tootsie pop.  This is a silly image to bring up but it is what I 
think of when I think of this question: how do we get to the center of 
God’s heart?  We think we can find God of our own doing or “crunchy” 
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work.  Again we might be forgetting that it is God who is drawing us 
near, not the other way around and that to get at the center of God, 
we should look at the heart of Jesus. 
 
In John’s Gospel today we see more of that heart of Jesus. Like 
earlier in the Gospel of John, Jesus is making it clear that his life’s 
trajectory is moving toward Jerusalem and death there.  Jesus talks 
about how his very soul is troubled.  His heart is hurting knowing that 
his death is approaching.  He wonders aloud if he should ask God to 
save him from the pain, but says no.  He knows the purpose of his life 
here is to show his great love through his death.  
 
He also speaks of a grain of wheat, and the seeds therein, that must 
fall to the ground and die to produce new life and new fruit.  Jesus in 
his heart understands that his death will not be meaningless. Like a 
seed his body and its shell will die on that cross but will be planted in 
the tomb.  The planting of his heart in that tomb will be the access 
point of new life and new growth and new hearts for all the people 
longing to connect to God.  
 
And in one of my favorite saying of Jesus, he declares, [Show a slide 
here of just this one verse but stay on it until it is indicated to 
return to preacher] “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.”  Like a divine magnetism, Jesus’ heart is 
drawing all human hearts in love.  Sink into this image if you feel far 
away in your lenten wandering from the heart of God.  Christ says, “I 
will draw all people to myself.” [Return to preacher here] 
 
This reminded me of an image a friend told me of late.  She was 
reflecting on her life through the years and now as a grandmother. 
She had birthed her children, come through a divorce, steadily 
developed a relationship with her children over time that had its 
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challenges.  She spent much of her life’s work guiding mothers as a 
doula and birth educator helping them in their birthing processes and 
empowering mom’s at many actual births.  And now as a grandmother 
she reflected on all of that. And she said she thinks the main job of us 
all is to be receptive.  Just as a mother first receives a child into the 
world, we too must keep receiving the child throughout our lives. 
Whether that is a physical child for you or your own inner child, she 
said, we are called to the posture of being receptive.  This is what I 
imagine Jesus is doing for us when he draws all people to himself.  He 
is, like this wise grandmother, receiving all of us into his heart again. 
And we too can respond then to the world with hearts that receive 
God’s love.  And then we can be sent to receive others in our world 
who are hurting. 
 
In the resurrection, God has created a cosmic pull, a divine 
magnetism that is built into the system.  We can resist the pull.  And 
oh my, we do.  We walk away from that force that draws us often.  But 
it remains drawing us back to the holy heart of God.  Your faith is a gift 
that you cannot give back.  It’s a promise written on your heart by the 
Holy Spirit, a heart being made new by God in spite of your 
wandering.  So wonder again at the pull.  Wonder again at what you 
feel drawing you near.  Wonder what God is up to in your heart and 
spend some time there, in the quiet with the Holy Presence drawing 
you, teaching you, growing you even now. 
 
Amen. 


