
Signs  o f  Your  Grac i ou s  Love       October 11, 2019 

 

Dear St. John’s Members & Friends, 

In the old green hymnal, a familiar friend to many of us, one of the liturgies had an offertory prayer 
that became engrained in our souls.  “We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us – ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” If I were to offer up any 
concept of what it means to be a good steward, or a good “giver,” I could not do better than this.  
In our using, saving and giving, the very best we can hope for is a plan that might help us become 
“signs” of God’s grace and love. 

And so here with our 2020 General Fund pledge drive upon us, we urge you to fill out and return 
the enclosed pledge form, so that it can be joined with the 300 or so forms needed to support the 
income side of St. John’s 2020 budget - the ultimate end result being to make  a difference in our 
lives and the lives of so many others.  That as the church, we live as a sign of gracious love.  Our call 
is to do this together, making the enclosed pledge form a crucial tool to unify us! 

It is also crucial to inform you that our budgetary process here at St. John’s, our staffing, our 
programming, all of what we say and what we do, all of it is done with great intentionality. Every 
single dollar offered is crucial and precious – our goal is that we not waste a dime of it! “Giving” has 
always been a major emphasis here at St. John’s – for us it is a matter of purpose and hope; 
something we do together.  This year’s budget needs to grow at least 5% to meet the budgetary 
needs of our now full staff, including our fabulous new Pastor and Director of Outreach, Amy 
Kienzle.  We have the most capable staff in place in my time as Senior Pastor, and we ask that you 
grow in your giving so that we can now take advantage of an incredibly capable staff to help us grow 
in faith, in witness, in service and in members!! 

In the next three months, many of you will be finishing up your “Home Improvement” Capital 
Campaign pledge.  Consider wrapping some or all of that expanded giving capacity into your 2020 
General Fund pledge.  If you are new to pledging, please make this the year to start.  Each of us 
needs to grow in giving if we are to meet our budget and ministry goals.  St. John’s health as a 
congregation depends on about 300 individuals and families giving generously, according to their 
means, to the missional cause that is St. John’s.  Without pledging from you and others, we would 
soon wither and become irrelevant.  We have a different goal – to become signs of God’s 
gracious love.  Please join us in this most worthy effort! 

The enclosed pledge form should answer any of the practical questions you might have.  And I am 
completely at your call to respond to any inquiry you might have about our life together at St. John’s, 
financial or otherwise.  We hope you will be able to return a completed pledge form at any worship 
service on October 20th (Commitment Sunday).  If you cannot attend worship on that date, please 
mail in your completed pledge form to the church, place in the offering plate any Sunday, or bring it 
into the church office during the week.  

Sincerely in Christ, 

	
Pastor Frank Espegren 
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