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Sermon for Pentecost Sunday – May 31, 2020 

Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 – “Where Have You Seen God Today?” 

Grace and peace to you this day from God our Loving Parent, and from 

the One who calls the Spirit from his innermost being, to flow into our 

hearts, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  Good morning (or 

good whatever time of the day you are viewing this).  Our Worshipping 

in Place has stretched now to and through Easter Sunday and all of 

Easter Season, through Ascension Sunday last week with the Worship in 

Place led by our amazing and talented youth, to today, Pentecost – 

another big festival Sunday not spent celebrating in our sanctuary.  

Even though I love our beautiful sanctuary, I am thankful that the Spirit 

of God chooses to dwell inside of us, rather than cold stone buildings – 

it is the Spirit’s choosing to inhabit you and me, no matter where we 

are, or who we see looking back at us in the mirror.  The image staring 

back at me is often a little wilder, less shaved, in, shall we say, more 

casual clothing – and in that mirror in these difficult and bizarre times, 

the image I see is often somewhere between wondering (on a good 

day) and anxious (on a bad).  No matter what, I make sure to take 

another careful look, that I might just almost see the Spirit peeking out 

me. 



In terms of its central importance to the Christian faith, Pentecost, this 

high, holy day recognizes and celebrates the importance of the coming 

of the Holy Spirit, and it only trails Easter and Christmas, in terms of 

Christian theological importance.  Lutheran Christians are not really 

recognized for our over-the-top exuberance in celebrating the Holy 

Spirit.  By and large, we have not been a hand-clapping, hand-raising, 

speak in tongues, kind of people (although we do have some 

charismatic Lutherans in our midst who can teach us a thing or two 

about letting go and letting God).  But I will say that Lutheran Christians 

do know a thing or two about celebrating major Church Holidays by 

way of our apparel choices. Indeed, I will miss being up front in our 

sanctuary this Pentecost Sunday morning and looking out to see if not 

quite a sea of red, at least a “Great Lake” of it!! 

One of our favorite things to ask at St. John’s, and a wonderful way 

really to start a meeting or a Bible Study or small group, is to ask this 

question: where have you seen God at work in your life today?  I want 

you to take a moment to think of that.  Maybe it’s a little early and 

you’ll have to fall back to yesterday, but most of us, given a minute or 

two of reflection, can share an incident, a moment, small as it may be, 

of identifiable divine breakthrough.  Indeed, when we ask this question, 

“Where have you seen God acting in your life today,” we are training 

you to recognize that such “vision” is possible!  Our hope is that 



eventually you won’t wait for us to suggest it – that you will begin to 

look for God’s activity yourself! 

But I also want you to notice something else about this frequently 

asked St. John’s question – where did you see God today, and that is 

just how presumptuous it is.  The asking of that question presumes first 

that there is a God (you are a pretty churchy crowd, so I’m thinking 

you’re going to allow that part of the equation without too much fuss); 

but perhaps the second presumption is even greater.  For the question 

presupposes not only that there is a God, but that we can see God 

clearly enough to at least take a stab at describing what God is doing!  

Pretty presumptuous really, but I love the question, and I am thankful 

for Pentecost, which gives us reason, beckons us really, to risk an 

answer to what do you see, what do you sense, how do you perceive 

that God is active and involved in this life of yours following Jesus. 

After all, Pentecost is a pretty wild, almost preposterous event.  Some 

people looking on saw it differently than the coming of the Holy Spirit – 

some thought it was just a bunch of babbling drunkards.   But that is 

not how others saw or heard it!  This earliest of early Church events 

called Pentecost is the very first activity in the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles – because chapter 1 only sets the stage, explains why Jesus 

although raised from the dead, is no longer around (his ascension), and 



finishes with some personnel housekeeping (lots are cast to decide on a 

12th apostle).  They barely get Matthias on board when boom, the Spirit 

shows up in the second chapter, and it sounds first like a powerful 

windstorm and then like a United Nations General Assembly with 

everyone speaking all at once!  And if you had asked the apostles and 

many onlookers if they had “seen” God at work that day.  These early 

church members and witnesses would have described it this way - it 

looked like tongues of fire had broken out and rested down on us! 

Pentecost is a gift!  We are advised that God is active and involved in 

the world, and that we are graced to be chosen by the Spirit to be 

vessels of divine grace, and therefore available for God’s divine 

purposes.  The prophet Joel is invoked by Peter who does his best to 

bring words to what they saw, heard, perceived, discerned (you pick 

the right verb); his effort to describe what God was doing anew with 

Pentecost.  Peter decides to use the prophet Joel’s symbolic words, 

including this part I just love: “And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and smoky mist. The 

sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the 

coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 



In all our efforts to describe and explain it seems the coming of the Holy 

Spirit has an elemental quality to it.  It is as basic and fundamental as 

wind and fire and water.  To me, the primary point of the Holy Spirit 

isn’t about the gifts of the Spirit, which are developed elsewhere in the 

scriptures by Paul and apostles who enter the story at a later point to 

the Pentecost story.  Yes, there are hints that God’s Spirit reverses the 

Tower of Babel confusion of humans.  And that is interesting.  The 

apostles receive power through the Spirit, true enough.  But these are 

not the main point.  The most important thing to remember about 

Pentecost is that the Spirit’s mission joins that of God the Father and 

Jesus the Christ – this three-in-one understanding of God that 

Pentecost is key in helping us “to see” the main point – that our God 

has come to save! 

Today’s Gospel lesson is short and sweet.  But it adds one more 

element for our consideration of Pentecost and our presumptuous 

belief that we can experience a sort of “seeing” of God’s divine action 

in the world today.  The Gospel is from the 7th chapter of John – Jesus 

has gone with his disciples to another festival – the Festival of Booths, 

not the Festival of Pentecost, which is the “host” event for what 

happens in the 2nd chapter of Acts, and the reason today’s high holy day 

is named Pentecost.  Originally a harvest festival, the Festival of Booths 

was one of the big three (along with Passover and Pentecost – kind of 



like how our Christian celebration of Pentecost can be seen as third in 

line to Easter and Christmas).  In Jesus’ day, the Festival of Booths 

celebrated God’s provision as the Hebrew people wandered through 

the wilderness after escaping Pharaoh in Egypt.  Harvest is 

fundamentally about provision after all. 

(Cut to image)  There is one particular of the many stories about 

wilderness wandering that I want to raise to your attention today.  The 

story of God directing Moses to strike a rock and when he does water 

comes gushing up to sustain the Hebrew people in a moment of great 

need.  At the former location of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

high up in the hills of Berkeley, this statue of Moses striking the rock 

helped us see in artistic form this great story of wilderness wandering, 

and, that our God has come to save.  Without water, we die.  Without 

the Spirit, God’s Living Water, we are cut from our source, we are 

perishing on the vine. 

In the Gospel, Jesus declares at the Festival of Booths, as he does in 

other places in the Gospel of John, that he is the source of living water.  

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in 

me drink.” Jesus is a salvation source, as elemental a water, wind, fire – 

all ways we have come to describe the Spirit.  Because from the source 

of saving grace, we are made gracious pools of the same.  As the Gospel 



declares, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water. 

Now Jesus said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to 

receive…” (Cut back to preacher.) 

And so I ask you again this Pentecost morning, this most presumptuous 

question that Pentecost allows us to ask.  Where have you seen God 

active in your life today? Whatever it is, may you see in it something as 

powerful as rushing wind, refining as fire, or cleansing and refreshing as 

gushing water.  Look for Jesus’ divine priorities, the Spirit’s saving grace 

- may that be what flows out of your believer’s heart! May we be 

graced with eyes to see that it is the Holy Spirit that inspires and 

empowers us to live a life of faith – a life that follows Jesus in his 

gracious and loving way, and may we be so bold as to name it when we 

see it.  Amen. 


