
GATHERING 

WELCOME Pastor Frank Espegren 
 

GATHERING & OPENING PRAYER 
 Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior, Jesus Christ, passed 
 from death to life, we gather with the church here at Mt. Cross, and in your home, and 
 throughout the world, in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through 
 light and water and the word, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, sharing Christ’s 
 triumph over sin and death, and now joyfully await Christ’s coming again in glory.  
 

 Let up pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. 
 Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's 
 rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the sun of righteousness, Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 
 

 The light of Christ, rising in glory dispels the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION Exultet: This Is The Night! R. MANALO 
Refrain 1 sung twice at beginning of song; 1st time by cantor, thereafter all. Versus sung by cantor.  
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Verses Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of the Most High! 
 Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes for ever! Refrain 1 
 

 Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! 
 Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! Refrain 1 
 

 My dearest friends, standing with me in this holy light, 
 join me in asking God for mercy, and grace to sing these Easter praises. 
 It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and voices 
 we should praise the unseen God, all-powerful Creator, and Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Refrain 1 
 

 This is our Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain, 
 whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers. This is our Passover feast. 
 This is the night when you freed us from slavery and led us through the sea. 
 This is the night when the pillar of fire destroyed the darkness of sin. 
 This is the night when Christians are rescued, rescued from sin and restored to grace. 
 This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from 

the grave. 
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 This is the night of which it is written: the night shall be as bright as day. 
 This is the night that humbles earthly pride and we are reconciled to God. Refrain 2 
 

 Therefore, Author of Life, in the joy of this night, receive our evening sacrifice of 
praise, your Church’s solemn offering. Accept this candle, a flame divided but 
undimmed, a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God. 

 May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: Christ, that 
Morning Star, who came back from the dead, and shed this peaceful light upon all, who 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Let us pray. O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the 
 wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore us in 
 your image, and ignite us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  Amen.  
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WORD 
FIRST LESSON Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4a) R. COONEY 

Acclamation and Refrain sung twice; 1st time by cantor, thereafter all. 

 

SECOND LESSON Flood Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 
   As told by the Siwabessy/Ling Family 

 

THIRD LESSON Testing of Abraham Genesis 22:1-18 
 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 
 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the 
place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy 
and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and 
the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. When they came to the place that 
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God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his 
son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand 
and took the knife to kill his son. 
 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And 
he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went 
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called 
that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall 
be provided.” 
 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself 
I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for 
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
  Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

FOURTH LESSON Deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21 
   Rhonda Holmen, Lector 
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

FIFTH LESSON Salvation freely offered to all Isaiah 55:1-11 
 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen 
carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that 
do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for 
he has glorified you. 
 Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake 
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have 
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
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shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
  Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SIXTH LESSON The Wisdom of God Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 
   Steve Schoff, Lector 
 
 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SEVENTH LESSON A new heart and a new spirit Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into 
your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to 
observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
  Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

EIGHTH LESSON Valley of the Dry Bones Ezekiel 37:1-14 
   Music and Interpretation by Rob Sawyer & St. John’s Youth 
 

NINTH LESSON The gathering of God’s people Zephaniah 3:14-20 
   Kurt Galvez, Lector 
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

TENTH LESSON The deliverance of Jonah Jonah 1:1-2:1 
   Mary Robinson, Storyteller 
 

ELEVENTH LESSON Clothed in the garments of salvation Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11 
   Philip Flickinger, Lector 
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

TWELFTH LESSON Deliverance from the fiery furnace Daniel 3:1-29 
   “Rack, Shack & Benny”, Veggietale 
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 Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to John. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL  John 20:1-18 
John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples race 

back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears.  
 

After the reading: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  Pastor Frank Espegren 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
After each petition: Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PEACE 
 The peace of the Lord be with you and your household. 
  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING   

In this time of national emergency and global concern, we trust in our God's loving care to provide  
for all we need.  Let us respond generously to God's lavish love with our tithes and offerings.   

You may now pause this worship service for a few minutes, return to the email that transmitted this worship 
service, where you will find the "Giving Link" that takes you to the St. John's website and the  

secure giving app or simply click the OFFERING title above. You can give directly to the St. John's  
General Fund, ensuring the church’s ministries stay strong in this time of expanding need. You can also make 

your offering by check and mail it to St. John's at 1701 L Street, Sacramento, CA, 95811.  
 

If you are new to St John's, the greatest gift you could give us would be to fill out our  
Worship With St John's Card here. 

 

After making your offering, please return to the Worship Service and hit "Play" to continue.  
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OFFERTORY MUSIC Morning Has Broken HYMN 556 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 
 birth, our light and our salvation. 
  Amen. 
 

 Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
 forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

 Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 
 everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
 Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, 
 for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 
 You are the fountain of resurrection. 
 

 Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar 
 discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and the Samaritan woman will 
 never be thirsty again. 
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 Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this sacrament. 
 Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. 
 Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around 
 us. 
 

Please dip your finger in bowl of water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead. 
  

 Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION 
 May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.  
 Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
  Amen. 
 
 

SENDING FORTH SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today EASTER HYMN 
Organ accompaniment and lyrics provided for those singing  

in place as part of this virtual worship experience 
 

Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant, holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon a cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 

 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!, Unto Christ, our heavenly King Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
Praise him all ye heavenly hosts, Alleluia! Father, son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

DISMISSAL 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
  Chris is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
  And Live God’s love in the world! Alleluia! 

 
 

   
  


