
GATHERING 
 
 
 

PRELUDE Herzlich lieb hab ich dich, O Herr J. L. KREBS 
(From my heart I hold you dear, O Lord) 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS  Order of St. John 
 

WELCOME  Pastor Frank Espegren 
 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING A Mighty Fortress HYMN 785 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;  
our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and pow’r are great; and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not His equal 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He,  
Lord Saboth His name, from age to age the same, and He must win the battle. 

 

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away. they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s ours forever! 
 

GREETING 
 The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
  we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out  
  your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,  
  protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of  
  the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
  God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

LESSON  Andrew Ford, Lector Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders.  

No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law.  
We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death.  

This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage HYMN 509 

 Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 22:34-46 
Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two 

commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David.  
 

After the reading: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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ACCLAMATION REPRISE God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage HYMN 509 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Sarah & Cora Street 
 

SERMON  Pastor Jon Haug 

 

 Confirmands, by your presence here, you declare your readiness to affirm your baptism, 
 and in our work and fun over the last few years, that you want to continue to share our life 
 and hope in Christ. Now receive the sign of the Cross on your body and in your heart, that 
 you may know the Lord and the power of Christ’s resurrection. As you are marked with 
 this holy sign, remember that in this next step of faith, the whole community welcomes you 
 with love and stands ready to help you. 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
The minister continues, with the parent tracing a cross on each part of the confirmand’s body as it is named. 

Receive the cross on your forehead it is Christ himself who now strengthens you  
with the sign of his love, learn to know and follow him.  
Sung Response 

 Receive the sign of the cross on your ears that you may hear the voice of the Lord.  
 Sung Response 
 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Bennett Caisley 
Amanda Cloninger 

Annalucia Tesfanesh King 

Peyton Manning 
Samuel Tomo Mohler 
Emi Ayame Mohler 

Makayla Paige Smith 
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 Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes that you may see the glory of God. 
 Sung Response 
 Receive the sign of the cross on your lips that you may respond to the word of God. 
 Sung Response 
 Receive the sign of the cross over your heart that Christ may dwell there by faith.  
 Sung Response 
 Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
 Sung Response 
 Receive the sign of the cross on your hands that God’s mercy may be known in your works. 
 Sung Response 
 Receive the sign of the cross on your feet that you may walk in the way of Christ.  
 Sung Response 

I sign you with the sign of eternal life in the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Final Response 

 

MUSIC FOR PRAYERS Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound HYMN 779 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Assisting Minister Cary Rodda 
  After each petition: Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you and your household. 
  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERTORY  

 

In this time of national emergency and global concern, we trust in our God's loving care to provide  
for all we need. Let us respond generously to God's lavish love with our tithes and offerings.  

You may now pause this worship service for a few minutes, return to the email that transmitted this worship 
service, where you will find the "Giving Link" that takes you to the St. John's website and the  

secure giving app or simply click the OFFERTORY title above. You can give directly to the St. John's  
General Fund, ensuring the church’s ministries stay strong in this time of expanding need. You can also make 

your offering by check and mail it to St. John's at 1701 L Street, Sacramento, CA, 95811.  
 

If you are new to St John's, the greatest gift you could give us would be to fill out our  
Worship With St John's Card here.  
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OFFERTORY MUSIC Children of the Heavenly Father T. K. I. VARA/ 
    D. FORREST 

Children of the heav’nly Father safely in His bosom gather;  
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’ver was given. 

 

God His own doth tend and nourish; in His holy courts they flourish; 
from all evil thing He spares them; in His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord His children sever,  
unto them His grace he showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

Thou He giveth, or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh;  
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy, 

Children of the heav’nly Father. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 Let us pray. O God of justice and love, 
  we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of 
  your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
  end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
  to whom, with you and Holy Spirit, be honor and glory. Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
  done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
  us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and  
  forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the lord, 
 and live God’s love in the world! 
 

POSTLUDE Toccata on “Ein Feste Burg ist unser Gott” W. MIDDLESCHULTE 
(“A Mighty Fortress is our God”) 
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