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Grace and peace to you dear siblings in Christ. 

Have you ever sat in nature and let yourself marvel at how it is a wonderful 

example of stewardship? Nature, when not tampered with my humans, can care for 

itself and continue to live and grow not in a singular fashion but in a manner that 

cares for other parts of creation as well. Each part of creation has a roll, or a gift, 

and uses that gift to further its own life as well as those parts around it.  Acorns are 

an example that always come to mind this time of the year. Our kids love taking 

walks in the evening during fall and in our neighborhood that are many acorns that 

fall to the ground. Stories are often created on these walks about the acorns 

because you truly cannot take a step in some areas without stepping on many fallen 

acorns. Did you know that every 2-5 years in the forest cycle, a mature oak tree 

can produce as many as ten thousand acorns. The acorn tree drop to continue the 

life of its kind and yet it follows a pattern not uncommon in nature–a pattern that 

cycles through periods of more than enough. 

Like other parts of creation, the life of an oak tree is one that gives way to other 

life, multiplying exponentially. Not only that, it supports many other lives than 

those of seedling oaks. Acorns mean more squirrels, and more mice, which can 

mean more hawks and owls. The abundance moves and spreads, creating an 

economy of enough for the whole of the forest. This earth that God created living 

in harmony with itself and all creation big and small. 

This is the kind of economy Jesus praised in the Sermon on the Mount where he 

tells us to look at the birds that “don’t sow seed or harvest grain or gather crops 

into barns. But still God feeds them.” How different from this economy of 

abundant sharing is the example we see in our parable today where we encounter a 

master who not only reaps and sows but reaps where he did not sow and gathers 

where he did not scatter seed. 
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The “Parable of the Talents” we encounter in Matthew 25:14-30 challenges most. I 

will fully admit it has given me trouble. Especially, as we are coming out of the 

season of stewardship where we have been reminded how our response to God in 

what was first given to us is not only right but life giving. The traditional 

interpretation of this gospel is to see God as the master and the faithful disciple as 

those who obtain a good return on the master’s money. However, we are also told 

that this master is one who is involved in aggressive and unjust business dealings. 

Could this really be God? Is this the image we carry of God? 

This is one of the parables where we can choose to see the master as God and the 

servant as one who hid their talents from God and so did not respond to the love of 

God in a life-giving way. But, dear ones, what if we flip that idea on the head?  

What if we could take this gospel as a master who governs in such a manner that 

all are afraid of him and so not only is his wealth not used to further the kingdom 

but as well the servants are afraid which shifts it all into an imbalance. "Master, I 

knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 

the ground. Here you have what is yours,' As Pastor Jon brought up as I prepared 

for this sermon it speaks to this idea a corrupt master and a slave that gets you 

literally reap what you sow. The servant who buries the talent, rather than being a 

fearful and lazy slave, is one who refuses to be complicit in the exploitation carried 

out by his master, critiquing the unfruitfulness of money which bares nothing when 

planted (unlike the wealth of creation). He is cast into the outer darkness, 

ostracized for not accepting an economy in which the poor will only get poorer 

while the rich get richer. 

Much of Matthew, in fact the next passage, we see a counter view of the way one 

lives toward God, a life of generosity that does not seek a return, the gifts of 
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hospitality to strangers, generosity to the poor, and care for the sick. All done 

without expectation of return. Our gospel today serves as a reminder that we are 

called to share our talents. Share in the form of tithe, where we use our money to 

do the work God has called us into. As well to share our talents in the forms of our 

gifts, our Spiritual gifts. We are not called to burry our talents and not share them 

for fear of how someone might profit from them. Rather God calls us to share 

freely that which God has given us in order to share the gospel, the Good news.  

What if talents are also the gospel, the good news that shows us the great gift given 

to us by God through the death of God’s son on the cross and the resurrection. 

God’s love poured out for us in life changing and life-giving ways through hope, in 

healing, bringing wholeness, and granting us freedom. Freedom to live in the world 

free of fear in order that we might do the work we are called into. Free to work to 

bring justice to the unjust. To give voice to those who have been silenced for far 

too long. To stop the oppression and needless suffering of so many in the world. 

We are call, together as the body of Christ, to serve people. To serve all people no 

matter who they may be in response to God’s grace and mercy. Called to live our 

love through our words and actions in and through all things.  

We are called to love our neighbor. All of our neighbors. While also fighting for 

justice to reign and freedom to be celebrated by everyone no matter what they look 

like, talk like, or how they find themselves to be in this world. Friends, God calls 

us to freely go into the world to do the good work while being exactly who God 
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has called you to be and continue to share the Good News with those around us. To 

be a child of God calls us out of complicity and into advocacy and into speaking up 

for those who have been silenced or oppressed.  

This work can be exhausting. Life these days seems to be all too challenging. 

Everything is hard or everything is so tricky is a line I find myself saying many 

times a day. Something simple becomes something complex. A few weeks ago I 

shared on social media a story about how my father in law brought me a post hole 

digger and a post so I could hang a hose reel for the backyard I have been redoing 

since March. He brought me the supplies in July. It took until the first part of 

October for me to pick a hose reel. Something that in “normal” times would not 

have been hard at all suddenly did. Many shared similar experiences Pandemic life 

in the midst of political strife, and society being upended with injustices being 

brought to light is hard to say the least. Sometimes we too may feel like the slave 

and want to bury what we are left in care of for fear of the unknown. But dear ones 

God calls us to continue forward. To continue the work. To care for all of creation. 

To not live in fear but in certainty of the promise of the cross and the grace that 

God pours on us through our baptismal promise.  

Pastor Dan Bollerud (a retired ELCA pastor wrote this) 
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Gifts abound 

Filling our lives will all the love God has for us 

Here take it 

Live it 

Use it 

And experience 

Feel 

Taste 

The joy of living connected to the living 

Loving 

Caring 

And yes, forgiving 

God 

But what if……………. 

I might misuse 

I might make a mistake 

Maybe God made a mistake 

What if I do something wrong 

Better to do nothing than something wrong 

Wrong……… 
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Sin boldly 

Live boldly 

Use every bit of every gift God has given you 

Mistakes are part of the process 

The fun 

The joy of living 

And learning 

Your light will never shine 

Buried in the ground 

Combined with thousands of other lights 

It can illumine the world 

Put that shovel down 

And live in love 

For love 

With love (might I add be the love/share the love) 

And laugh with joy and with God. 

God calls us to go forth in the world to do all that which we have the gifts and 

ability to do. Let us not bury that which can further the kingdom but together be 

the church in the world for all to see and to share the Good News with all certainty 

in times that feel very uncertain at times. May we remember to be like the acorns 
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and be of so much abundance that our lives impact those around us in ways that 

show the love of God when people need to see it most. May God bless you now 

and always and may you feel the love our creator has for you this day and always. 

Amen. 


