
GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE Ciacona J. MUELLER 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS  Order of St. John 
 

WELCOME  Pastor Frank Espegren 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Christ died to save all people so that we might be freed from sin to serve with all people. 
Yet we live in a world where evil exists and sin resides. We cannot escape it of our own 
will. Despite good intentions, we hurt each other and do not see the face of God in our 
neighbors. And so with all the people of God we confess the sin that separates us from the 
One and from one another.  
 

Pause to reflect on sin and confess from within. 
 

Oh Most Human One come down to earth, You know our world of pain and suffering, 
and love it still. Forgive us our sins, save us from the time of trial, restore us to hope, 
rejoin us to you, and reconcile us to each other. We confess this to you and ask for your 
forgiveness in the name of + Christ. We reclaim our baptismal calls into the body of Christ. 
We are beloved. We live into the joy and freedom to love and serve with all people!  
 Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN Bring Forth the Kingdom M. HAUGEN 

GREETING 
 The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Let us pray. Almighty God, 
  we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help  
  us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and  
  love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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 pea  -  ceful 
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WORD 

PSALM 33 The Lord Fills the Earth with His Love P. INWOOD 
Refrain sung twice at beginning of song. 1st time by cantors, thereafter all. Verses sung by cantor. 

Verses The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted.  
  The Lord loves justice and right, and he fills the earth with his love. Refrain. 
 

  By his word the heavens were made, by the breath of his mouth all the stars. 
  The Lord collects the waves of the ocean, he stores up the depths of the sea. Refrain. 
 

  They are happy whose God is the Lord, the people he has chosen as his own. From the 
  heavens the  Lord looks forth, and he sees all the children of the earth.  Refrain. 
 

  Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. 
  May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. Refrain. 
 

LESSON  Rhonda Holmen, Lector Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land 

in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.  
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil HYMN 512 
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 Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 

news produces different results in those who hear.  
 

After the reading: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

ACCLAMATION REPRISE Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil HYMN 512 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Jon Haug 
 

SERMON  Pastor Frank Espegren 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Assisting Minister Suzi Taylor 
  After each petition: Hear us, O God. 
  Your mercy is great. 
 

PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you and your household. 
  And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/TTZgjPY0nCo
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THANKSGIVING 
OFFERTORY  

In this time of national emergency and global concern, we trust in our God's loving care to provide  
for all we need.  Let us respond generously to God's lavish love with our tithes and offerings.   

You may now pause this worship service for a few minutes, return to the email that transmitted this worship 
service, where you will find the "Giving Link" that takes you to the St. John's website and the  

secure giving app or simply click the OFFERTORY title above. You can give directly to the St. John's  
General Fund, ensuring the church’s ministries stay strong in this time of expanding need. You can also make 

your offering by check and mail it to St. John's at 1701 L Street, Sacramento, CA, 95811.  
 

If you are new to St John's, the greatest gift you could give us would be to fill out our  
Worship With St John's Card here. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC The Prayer for Peace H. TITUS 
   Carrie Hennessey, Soloist 
 

Oh, God, lead us from darkness to light. Oh, God, lead us from death to immortality. 
Shanti, Shanti, Shanti unto all. Shanti, Shanti unto all.  

 

Oh Lord God Almighty, May there be peace in celestial regions. May there be peace on Earth.  
May the waters be appeasing and May herbs be ever wholesome and may trees and plants bring peace to all.  

 

Shanti, Shanti, Shanti, Shanti, Shanti unto all.  
 

May all things be a source of peace to us. May all things be a source of peace to us.  
And may Thy Peace itself bestow your peace on all. May that Peace also come from me.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, 
  all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and 
  word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us  
  through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our  
  communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
  Amen. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 We have gathered here in communion with you, O Christ, through this virtual portal of 
 time and space. While we are not able to partake of the body and blood of Jesus in the 
 sacrament, we join in prayer to express our longing in this time of fasting from 
 communion: 
  O Christ, I believe that you are present in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
  I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I  
  cannot at this moment receive you in the full sacrament, I invite you to come  
  spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite  
  myself wholly to you. Help me to remember that nothing in heaven or on earth  
  can separate me from the love of God through you. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnslc.org/giving
https://form.jotform.com/90527137739161
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LORD'S PRAYER 
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
  done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
  us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and  
  forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION 
  

SENDING FORTH HYMN All You Works Of God M. HAUGEN 

 
 
 
 
 

Music continued on next page... 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the lord, 
 and live God’s love in the world! 
 

POSTLUDE Recessional  J. MUELLER 

 
SERVING IN VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 

 Preacher Pastor Frank Espegren 
 Presider Pastor Jon Haug 
 Lector Rhonda Holmen 
 Children’s Sermon Pastor Jon Haug 
 Assisting Minister Suzi Taylor 
 Assistant Director of Communications Esperanza Foft 
 Director of Worship & Music Steven Johnson 
 Assistant Director of Worship & Music Eliseo Paniagua  
 Organ  Dr. Ryan Enright 
 Piano  Steven Johnson 
 Viola  Howie Montenegro 
 Soloist  Carrie Hennessey 
    Cantors Joel Barkel, Josh Maddux, Heather Mercer 
  Howie Montenegro, Nicole Newell 
 Audio/Visual Technicians John Bologni, Tim Reese 
   

  
 


