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Celebrate the New Year WITH St. John's
In this issue, Pastor Amy Kienzle outlines how we at St. John's will be
incorporating the With theme into upcoming events (Page 2).

Kinderraum

We are creating a new worship

space for young families this

month! (Page 3).

Steve Schoff gives a recap on the

"Exploring our Visions" series, and

details on what's to come (Page 4).

Master Planning Update

In celebration of the new year, we

now offer a new price for our

sanctuary flowers! Find out how you

can sign up to dedicate a bouquet

to your loved one (Page 6).

Flower Dedications
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To see all of our upcoming events, go to stjohnslc.org/events or Like us on Facebook.
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“WITH” is our theme for this church year, and
“Emmanuel – God with Us” is the theme that leads us
into the first part of the year through Christmas and
Epiphany seasons. As we move through this year, we
will be living into how our faith calls us to be WITH one
another, WITH our neighbors, and WITH God, who
chooses first to dwell WITH us.
 
In Epiphany the focus is on how the revealing of
Emmanuel – God with Us – transforms the world
through the work of the disciples of Christ. It is a
season in which we ask how we can be WITH our
neighbors in their struggles; how we can live God’s love
for the sake of our community; how we can be a
witness to God’s active presence in the world. We will
have a number of opportunities to live into
accompaniment of our neighbors and people at the
margins.
 

A Message from 

St. John's Lutheran Church
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God With Us

Sunday, January 12th - We will be opening our “Kinderraum,” an area in our worship space
designated for families with children. We value the presence of children and the gift they are to
us in church. We want to walk WITH families, so they can be better integrated in the service and
so that children can be more fully engaged in our worship.
 
Sunday, January 19th - We will host a week of Family Promise again. As a church who cares
deeply about people struggling with homelessness in Sacramento, we have committed to
hosting families coming out of homelessness four times a year. We are always looking for new
people to help serve in this ministry, not just for the sake of others, but also because we are
more richly blessed when we are WITH others.
 
Sunday, January 26th - We will be affirming our commitment to siblings in the LGBTQ
community on the day set aside as Reconciling in Christ Sunday. We will also celebrate WITH
one of our own members, Jonah, who will make a public, ritual recognition of his renaming
surrounded by his church family.
 
Tuesday, February 18th-  A group of people from St. John’s will be WITH other ELCA church
members in a border worship experience at the US-Mexico border. Accompanying sisters and
brothers who are undocumented, asylum seekers and refugees is a commitment the ELCA and
the Sierra Pacific Synod have made as a Sanctuary Church. We will have the opportunity to learn
and hear stories from people navigating the immigration system. 
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Katie Smith
Youth & Family Assistant
 
Have you ever had the privilege of sitting near a family with young children while in worship?
There is a great joy of seeing a smile or hearing the laughter from a young child. Now, have you
ever been one of those parents or caretakers with a young child? As a parent, those same
laughs, or at times outbursts, can cause sweat to start running down your back as you look for
your nearest exit strategy. 
 
 At St. John's, one of the ways we live God's Love in the World is creating worship opportunities
for all. As such, we will be adding in a new worship experience opportunity for our littlest and
their families. 
 
Starting on January 12th, there will be a space for families called the Kinderraum. The
Kinderraum will be placed under the transept on the lectern side. When placing the Kinderraum,
it was important to make sure the space would be one where kids would be able to see and be
engaged with the worship.
 
What will this look like? 
The Kinderraum will have carpeting which will allow for little ones to be able to crawl and sit
comfortably. We will also be placing a low table for coloring. As well, books and manipulatives will
be available to help aid the engagement of the little ones. Thanks to Pam Debnekoff,
there will be a cloth communion set to allow for children to mimic the parts of worship as well.
 
Why is this important?
 At St. John's, we know that worship experiences come in many shapes and sizes. Our goal is to
help facilitate an opportunity for even our youngest members to participate in a way
that is meaningful. There will be a variety of options for families to participate in worship. Some
may choose to sit in the pews, some may use the Kinderraum, some parents may choose to use
our nursery, and others may use the nursing room as needed. Our goal is to make sure that all
feel welcomed and a valued part of St. John's. 
 
We are excited to roll out this new worship experience and hope that you all enjoy the
Kinderraum!

Our faith is about relationship; about being WITH others and God. God calls us to
community and commitment for the sake of the world God loves. Being WITH is not an
option; it’s our vocation. We will discern together this year how to live into this work as
we Live God’s Love in the World.
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Kinderraum

 - Pastor Amy Kienzle



Steve Schoff
Master Planning Committee
 
The Master Planning Committee has been tasked with developing a Campus Master Plan for 
St. Johns. To accomplish this, we must first clarify our Mission, Vision, and Values; assess our
existing facilities and alternatives; and identify our program goals and objectives.
 
In order to properly develop our mission and vision, we need to identify our critical values as a
congregation. Over the past few months we have had 3 gatherings to help us flesh out the
values important to us.
 
The first gathering, “History of St. Johns”, hosted by Pastor Frank, was a look back at our heritage
and what we as a congregation have been about these last 150 years or so. The sticky note
technique was used to post significant events and ministries from our congregational life on a
timeline, including data from historical records as well as personal stories from members both
long time and recent.
 
The second gathering, “Bible Based Connections”, hosted by Pastor Amy, centered around the
Scriptures, where participants recorded their favorite or most significant Bible verses on sticky
notes and then shared why those verses were so important and of such value to them.
 
The third gathering, “How Church has Touched You”, hosted by Pastor Jon, explored inspirational
events and ministries in our church lives, here at St. Johns or at another church. Participants
recorded on sticky notes and shared spiritual events and the impacts they have had in their
lives.
 
The “Mission, Vision, and Values” subcommittee which is part of the Master Planning Committee
has collected all the data from these gatherings and we are in the process of grouping the data
into themes that will help us identify our most important values. These values will then be
forwarded and discussed by the Master Planning Committee and church council, and then
presented to the congregation.
 
These congregational gatherings have been an important first step in clarifying our mission,
vision, and values as a congregation and how we as Christ’s church plan to live out our faith in
the years to come. 
 
Keep watch as we step ahead on our journey.
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St. John's Master Planning Recap

 Mission, Vision, and Values



Debra Cribbins
Stephen Leader 
 
It’s hard to fathom, yet we have entered into a new decade. The progression of time tends to
remind us of our past and our future. Are you where you wanted to be by the year 2020? Have
you been working on your personal goals and regularly achieving them? Or have you let life get
in the way of where you wanted to be by now? Remember, we have to keep growing or we stop
living. 
 
Yet, personal growth is challenging on the best of days. Yes, it might be fun to learn new
things, however many times we distract ourselves and focus on the minutia, without having
mastered the more important things. Per John Maxwell, in The 15 Invaluable Laws of Growth.
there are five areas of personal growth: attitude, goals, discipline, measurement, and
consistency.
 
How are your attitudes toward your personal relationships? Are you successfully handling your
relationships with your significant other, family, co-workers, and friends? Where are you at in
your career? Are you still in school, in an internship, at a journey level, ready to move on, or set
to retire? Are you successfully managing your life and being disciplined in your approach? How
do you measure your growth? Are you motivated, struggling for perfection, or afraid of failure?
Do you persevere even though adult life is harder than you anticipated?
 
I can honestly say I am successful in some of these areas and significantly lacking in others;
and I’m confident most of you would say the same thing. While I know that God is leading me in
my daily life through the promptings of the Spirit, I also know how easy it is to lose my way, or to
make the less-wise decisions. We are all struggling to be what we perceive as the “best” person
we can be.
 
At the end of the calendar year, I always review the prior year to catalog both my successes and
failures; and determine if I am on track or falling behind on my goals. I reset and start anew,
fine-tuning and deciding on my personal growth goals. However, there is a difference between
deciding and doing. I will never get much done unless I go ahead and start doing it. Once I start,
I can keep doing, and keep asking what’s next. We cannot assume we will automatically grow,
that others are more advanced than us, or that our mistakes are not simply learning
experiences.
 
If you would like a spiritual companion to help you discern and grow while achieving your goals,
or if you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact one of the Stephen
Leaders, Pastors, or Parish Nurses.
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Bring in the New Year with a 

New Spiritual Companion

 



STJOHNSLC.ORG • INFO@STJOHNS.ORG • 916-444-0874 6

New Year, New Price !
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For more information, please contact Rebekah Turnbaugh at
rebekah.turnbaugh@stjohnslc.org or call 916-444-0874.
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January 17th 
GOD IN THE QUR'AN by Jack Miles
Who is Allah? What does he ask of those who submit to His
teachings? Pulitzer Prize-winning author gives a revelatory
portrait of the world's second largest, fastest-growing religion.
 
 
February 21st 
MOLOKA'I  by Alan Brennert
This NOVEL focuses on a 7-year-old girl whose life changes
forever when she is sent to the island's quarantined leper
colony. A deeply moving testament to the resiliency of the
human spirit.
 
 
March 20th 
THE MEANING OF MARY MAGDALENE by Cynthia Bourgeault
Our own Bishop David Mullen will join us for a discussion of the
author's premise--that Mary Magdalene may have been Jesus'
most important disciple.  Put this date and this book on your
agenda!
 
 
April 17th 
SILENT TEARS by Kay Bratt
A TRUE story of the adversity and triumphs one woman faced
as she fought against the Chinese bureaucracy to help
orphaned children.

Just because we passed the 100-book mark, that is no reason to rest on our laurels! Please join
us every 3rd Friday at 11:00am for lively faith-based discussion. 
 
Questions? Contact Donna Shadle  at donna123aqui@hotmail.com.

The LLL Book Club is off and running in 2020!

Total Plays Total Downloads

12,186

Thank you for listening!

stjohnslc.org/livingstories

2,670



This year our annual Crab Feed will be held
on January 11th from 5pm to 8pm. Tickets
cost $50 per person with childcare
available onsite for $20 per family 
($10 per child). 
 
Proceeds from this year’s crab feed will
defray the cost of the High School Youth
Group’s summer trip. This June, we will be
joining students from Montana to Hawaii at
California Lutheran University for the
Western States Youth Gathering. We will
come together for large gatherings with
speakers and musicians, creative worship,
living and learning activities, and so much
more.
 
Several of our juniors and seniors attended
this Western States Youth Gathering three
years ago, and had a wonderful time. They
are looking forward to returning there this
summer and having the opportunity to
share it with the rest of the youth group.
This will be an exciting week to experience
God’s grace and welcome through our time
together.

Pastor Jon Haug and Director of Community Organizing Rebekah Turnbaugh will be leading the
next LumiNEXT series, Discovering God's Vision for Your Life: You and your Spiritual Gifts, which
combines lecture, discussion, experiential activities and practical applications. 
 
We will study the purpose, source, and definition of spiritual gifts; identify clues to our gifts
through various means; explore what the Bible says about each gift; discuss practical
applications of spiritual gifts theology in Lutheran faith and much more. 
 
Registration is $20 and includes a workbook and class materials for this 8-week course every
Sunday at 10:15am (Weeks January 5th - Feb 23rd). Scholarships are available and space
is limited. To register or for more information, please contact Rebekah Turnbaugh
at rebekah.turnbaugh@stjohnslc.org.
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A way to become involved in meaningful ministry?
Fulfillment and satisfaction in your life?
An opportunity to experience personal and spiritual growth
An understanding of God's will for your life?

Are you looking for...
 

We hope you are able to come enjoy the
evening and thank you for supporting our
biggest fundraising event of the year.
 
Thank You!
 
The St. John’s Youth Group 
& Sarah Jessop Street, Assistant Director
Youth & Family Ministry

________________________________________________________________________________________________



Rebekah Turnbaugh
Director of Community Organizing
 
As with the entire city of Sacramento, it has started to become a tradition for St. John’s to march
in the annual MLK March for the Dream. This year, the march will be on January 20, 2020. 
Please plan to join members of the Racial Justice Ministry and others from the St. John’s
community in participating that day!
 
While this event has quite a joyful and celebratory feel to it--and indeed there is much progress
in racial equity to be acknowledged and celebrated--the work to which Dr. King and innumerable
others before and after him have committed themselves is not complete. My hope and prayer is
that we develop eyes to see where the work must be continued, hearts that ache because of the
divisions in our communities, spirits that long for the freedom to which Christ calls all of us, lips
ready to declare that we are willing to continue the work of racial justice in our families, church,
and communities, and bodies that follow through with that commitment. 
 
Will you join me in not only showing up for the march, but also in having done some
preparation? Preparation can take many shapes. Maybe it is having a conversation with your
kids about how they see and understand race. Maybe it is prayer and reflection about the
connections you have with people who do not look like you. Maybe it is reading something that
will challenge you. For those people, I offer Dr. King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail and the ELCA’s
1993 Social Statement titled, “Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture.”
 
Now on to the logistics! Let’s plan to meet around 9am on Monday, January 20 at the corner of
Freeport Boulevard and 13th Avenue in William Land Park. There is generally plenty of free
parking at Sacramento City College, but there is a lot of traffic that morning, so please give
yourself time to find parking or take the light rail, which drops off at Sac City College. The march
is good for adults and children alike! The walk will be about 4 miles and will take a couple of
hours.
 
It is helpful to know in advance if you are planning to meet with the group so that we can be in
communication that day in trying to find one another. If you plan to march with the group,
please contact Rebekah Turnbaugh at 916-444-0874 or rebekah.turnbaugh@stjohnslc.org. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there!
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MARCH

ST. JOHN'S
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Crab Feed.................................................................................................................................
Kinderraum Launch...............................................................................................................
Parents' Group.......................................................................................................................
Family Promise.......................................................................................................................
MLK March for the Dream...................................................................................................
Reconciling in Christ Sunday..............................................................................................
ELCA Border Experience......................................................................................................
Ash Wednesday......................................................................................................................

 

 

 
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 14 & Jan 28
Week of Jan 19th 
Jan 20
Jan 26
Feb 18
Feb 26

Luminaria...........................................................................................................................
Spiritual Gifts – Pastor Jon, Rebekah Turnbaugh.....................................................
Women’s Voices of the Old Testament, Vicar Carolyn Brodt................................ 
Care of Creation, Vicar Carolyn Brodt.........................................................................

  
Jan 5 - Feb 23
Jan 5 - Feb 23
Jan 19 – Feb 9
Apr 19 – May 24

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES - 10:15AM SUNDAYS

UPCOMING EVENTS
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